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International Ozone Day 2021: Theme, History and Significance  

Theme: International Ozone Day theme of 2021 is “Montreal Protocol – Keeping us, our food, 
and vaccines cool”.  

History: September 16 is observed as International Ozone Day every year. The day is observed 
for the Preservation of the Ozone Layer and reminds the signing of the Montreal Protocol on 
substances that depletes the Ozone Layer, on 16 September, 1987. The ozone layer is a fragile 
shield of gas present in the lower portion of the stratosphere of Earth’s Atmosphere, and protects 
the Earth from the harmful rays, i.e Ultra Violet Rays of the Sun and helps in preserving life on 
the planet. Life is not possible on Earth without the ozone layer. 

 In the late 1970s, scientists discovered that humanity was creating a hole in Ozone and so 
they raised the alarm. The hole is caused by Ozone-Depleting Substances (ODSs) used in 
aerosols and cooling, such as refrigerators and air-conditioners. The foremost ODSs include 
Chloro Fluoro Carbons (CFCs), Carbon tetrachloride, Hydro Chloro Fluoro Carbons (HCFCs), 
and methyl chloroform. It was threatening to increase cases of skin cancer and cataracts, and 
damage plants, crops, and ecosystems. 

Significance: The key objectives of this day are to spread awareness about the importance of 
ozone layer and harmful effects of Ozone depletion and steps that should be taken to preserve it 
and also ways to find out new preventive measures from different communities across the world.  

Some of the Preventive measures Taken by the Indian government to save our planet:  
In India, the Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Climate Change devised the India 

Cooling Action Plan (ICAP) in 2019, intended at providing an integrated vision towards 
reducing refrigerant transition, enhancing energy efficiency, and curbing cooling demands. The 
ICAP aligns with the theme of the day in 2021. And also 

Promote activities such as tree planting and backyard gardening. 
 Use Environmental-friendly fertilizers. 

Prevent excessive smoke emission from your vehicle which causes air pollution. Save on 
gasoline and crude oil by regular maintenance. 



 

   


